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digital textual scholarship





core activity of textual scholarship

• creation of scholarly editions

• to provide critical representations

• of historical texts and documents

• manuscripts, drafts, notes, prints, inscriptions etc.



scholarly editing is defined by…

• textual material & transmission

• human & financial resources

• technology, tools & standards

• textual perspective & textual criticism



what is a digital scholarly edition?



https://dig-ed-cat.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/http://digitale-edition.de/
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a digital scholarly edition …

• is anchored in a historical analysis of the materials
• presents hypotheses about creation and change
• supplies a record and classification of difference over time, in many

dimensions and in appropriate detail
• may present an edited text, among all the texts it offers
• allows space and tools for readers to develop their own hypotheses

and ways of reading
• must offer all this in a manner which enriches reading

(Peter Robinson: What is an Electronic Critical Edition? In: Variants: The Journal 
of the European Society for Textual Scholarship 1 (2002), pp. 51-57.)
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what is text?
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Sahle, Digitale Editionsformen, vol. 3: 'Textbegriffe und Recodierung', p. 45ff
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http://www.carocci.it/index.php?option=com_carocci&Itemid=72&task=schedalibro&isbn=9788843099054
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A digitized edition is not a digital edition.

A digital edition cannot be given in print without a 
significant loss of content and functionality.

A digital edition is guided by a digital paradigm in its 
theory, method, and practice.

Patrick Sahle, “What is a Scholarly Digital Edition (SDE)?” in Digital Scholarly Editing. 
Theory, Practice and Future Perspectives (Open Book Publishers, 2016), ed. Matthew 
Driscoll and Elena Pierazzo, 19-39.



the digital paradigm

access, space, modality, function, fluidity, markup,
process, collaboration, openess, interaction,
participation, transmedialisation





separation of content and form
representation presentationdocuments



separation of content and form

content: re-presentation
• data & metadata: images, texts, mark-up, annotations
• data models

form: presentation
• publication/visualisation: website, print, etc.
• realisation of perspectives

Information, documents and texts are maintained and represented
without determining a publication format.



achievements of digital scholarly editions

• facsimiles:
material & visual aspects of mss. & documents

• multiple text layers:
(hyper-)diplomatic, genetic, normalised, corrected, critical

• multiple witnesses & versions:
heterogeneity & richness of textual tradition

• annotation & analysis:
palaeographical, linguistic, metric, stylistic, semantic &c.

• functionality & access:
hyperlinks, tools, visualisation, user interaction &c.



what’s next?

Linked Open Data & the reconceptualization of the 
edition as a network of distributed digital scholarly 
resources 



https://journal.digitalmedievalist.org/articles/10.16995/dm.78/
https://journal.digitalmedievalist.org/articles/10.16995/dm.78/


“Distributed open digital editions improve quality, and higher quality 
information advances knowledge. […]
The primary epistemological scholarly gain seems to be in better, more 
specific support for quality knowledge and expertise.” 

“My second contention in support of distributed information is related to 
distributed knowledge, also known as group knowledge or, indeed, 
‘wisdom of the crowd’. […]
It is a well-known fact that distributed knowledge adds up to more than 
local or individual knowledge.”

Joris van Zundert, DM 11 (2018)
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a digital scholarly edition is…

the critical representation of a historical, literary or documentary text, 

established and provided under the conditions of a digital ecosystem 

of scholarly knowledge resources





https://iiif.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/iiif/viewer/d21e23ac-11a8-4d24-ad4d-07ad10e0ea34#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=456&r=0&xywh=-1105%2C446%2C7981%2C3408
https://iiif.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/iiif/viewer/d21e23ac-11a8-4d24-ad4d-07ad10e0ea34#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=456&r=0&xywh=-1105%2C446%2C7981%2C3408


appendix



public textual scholarship?



https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/transcribe-bentham/
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digital scholarly editions

• documentary editions
• archive editions
• technology-driven editions
• progressive editions
• crowd sourcing editions
• participatory editions
• genetic editions
• multi-witnessed editions
• critical editions
• text collections / edition platforms 



what editorial model to follow?



that depends from…

• textual material & transmission

• human & financial resources

• technology, tools & standards

• textual perspective & textual criticism

• research questions

• best practices in digital humanities & the disciplines

• social relevance



how to evaluate scholarly editions?



https://www.i-d-e.de/publikationen/weitereschriften/criteria-version-1-1/
https://www.i-d-e.de/publikationen/weitereschriften/criteria-version-1-1/


https://ride.i-d-e.de/
https://ride.i-d-e.de/


digital textual criticism?

• full documentation of the textual tradition
– material (facsimiles)
– descriptive (catalogue & meta data)
– contents (transcripts)

• progressive, collaborative analysis & enrichment
– critical annotation
– contextualisation & linking to external knowledge bases
– embedding of external resources

• formalisation of critical methodology
– full & consistent record of variance
– transparent & revisable classification & evaluation
– data driven & controlled constitution of the critical text & apparatus 



wider context?




